Awards and honors
Gabriella Varga, Distinguished Professor of Animal Science, was selected for the second consecutive year as the recipient of the Arthur W. Nesbitt Faculty Program Development Award in the College of Agricultural Sciences. The award represents a $150,000 commitment by alumnus Nesbitt, who endowed this award to support faculty research, teaching, or extension activities in agribusiness, dairy science or food science. The award also aims to attract additional funding for the selected faculty member's program.
Varga has established an internationally recognized research program in dairy nutrition and has recently been investigating how livestock diets might affect gas emissions from dairy farms.
She has published or co-authored 57 articles in 11 peer-reviewed scientific journals and 61 abstracts. In addition, she has presented 53 invited seminars in five countries and has mentored 23 graduate students. She has been a strong advocate of undergraduate research, mentoring many honor students.
Nesbitt graduated from Penn State in 1950 with a degree in agricultural economics. He has had a long career in the agricultural industry, including serving as chairman, president, chief executive officer and director of Nasco International, a distributor of educational teaching aids, agricultural supplies and laboratory sampling products.
Nesbitt served as a Penn State trustee from 1987 to 1988. A long-time supporter of the university, he also has been a volunteer leader in Penn State fund-raising activities, first for the Snider Agricultural Arena and then for the university's first capital campaign, The Campaign for Penn State. He was named a distinguished alumnus in 1987, and an alumni fellow in the College of Agricultural Sciences in 1979. He currently is CEO of Awnward LLC and resides in Fort Atkinson, Wis.
Stockmen's Club
The annual dinner and business meeting of the Penn State Stockmen's Club will be held Saturday evening, January 6, 2007, at the Harrisburg East Holiday Inn, 4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, Pa. Social hour will begin at 6:00 PM with dinner at 7:00 PM in the Lancaster Suite, followed by a brief business meeting and program. Our program will be by Ms. Christine Molinaro, National Beef Ambassador. Chris, who is a sophomore Animal Science major at PSU, will present the speech she gave at the National competition and share some information on the beef promotion program. Any alumnus or friend who would like to attend the banquet is encouraged to contact Jana Peters. 
Student Clubs
CHAPS -Collegiate Horsemen at Penn State -is a new student club being sponsored by the Department of Dairy & Animal Science this fall. The group began as a network of students who took lessons at Carousel Farms and has grown to include members with connections to many local stables The club welcomes equestrians of all kindsfrom barrel racers and trail riders to eventers and saddle seat riders. Many students are involved with Penn State's Equine Science or Animal Science programs, but some are business or language majors. Members are not required to own a horse or even have horse experience. The club is actually a great way to get introduced to new riding disciplines. Come to any meeting and the members will be happy to discuss their specific riding interests! A list of local stables is available on the club website. The club arranges car pools to lessons, horse shows, such as Dressage at Devon and the Quarter Horse Congress, and community service projects such as therapeutic riding events. CHAPS also holds socials, making it a great place to form friendships. The club held a hayride and Homecoming Game tailgate to celebrate their nominee for Homecoming court, past president Genevieve Spering.
SRUA (Students for Responsible Use of Animals)
The club welcomed many new members this fall. In October, the club co-sponsored Jeff Corwin as a distinguished speaker at Eisenhower Auditorium. Forty members and friends attended as the Animal Planet star shared his thoughts on world conversation, working with animals and making a difference in your own community. As co-sponsors, SRUA enjoyed VIP seating and a special reception after the show. Putting the idea of community service to work, a dedicated group ventured out to help T&D's Cats of the World prepare for the winter season by staining benches and fences and cleaning boxes, perches and feeding dishes. Their ongoing bi-weekly visits with pets to local retirement homes continue to be met with enthusiasm from residents, staff, and visitors (and homesick students enjoy borrowing a cat or dog of their own for an hour or two). A diverse and enthusiastic group, SRUA members look forward to a hayride, more guest speakers, holiday pet stocking fundraising, and raising money for Penn State's Dance Marathon this fall.
Block and Bridle The third annual club calf sale Penn State's Block and Bridle Club held a successful Club Calf Sale event on October 28th at the University Park campus, adding heifers to the sale for the first time. The sale provides quality calves for sale by auction to be next year's 4-H and show projects. A "fun" auction was held Friday night, with both events serving as fundraisers for future club activities. The sale is preceded by a show in which the consigned animals are evaluated for their future ability in the show ring. The calves are then auctioned in order, according to their placings in the show. The 23rd Nittany Lion Fall Classic was held on November 4, at the Snider Agricultural Arena. The sale is comanaged by the Penn State Dairy Science Club and the Pennsylvania Holstein Association. This year's sale included 75 lots with an average of $2,522, making it the third highest average in the sale's 23years. Sale chair was Doug Sattazahn, Womelsdorf; Assistant Chair was Rachel Ebert, Blairsville. Topping the sale was a red 9/06 Rampage calf from Richard Green selling in absentia. The calf, a daughter of Golden-Oaks Banner Rae-Red-ET, was purchased for $6,000 by John J. and Daniel J. Park of Brookville. The second high seller was a three-year-old consigned by Jill and Michael Ammon of Lewistown and purchased by Larry Hill of Falconer, NY. A Toystory embryo package consigned by Shoremar Holsteins of St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada and comprising seven #1 embryos from Cityview Aleecia (a granddaughter of Shoremar S Alicia) was purchased by Daniel Albright of Landisburg.. The Nittany Lion Fall Classic is one of the club's main events, with committee members working over the summer to select top quality dairy animal consignments from throughout the state. One week prior to the sale the animals are transported to the Snider Agricultural Arena, and club members are responsible for feeding, clipping, milking and preparing the animals for sale day. Members are present around the clock to care for the sale cattle. His research has focused on the structure and function of spermatozoa, ova, and the mammary gland. Areas of emphasis have related to optimizing semen preservation and identifying semen traits important to sperm transport in the female, to fertilization and, in more recent years, to embryonic development.
Judging Teams
Saacke received the National Association of Animal Breeders Research Award in 1985 and the Physiology Award from Upjohn in 1988. He has also been recognized by the American Veterinary College of Theriogenology as an honorary diplomat (1997), Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences as a Distinguished Alumnus (1997), and Virginia Tech for excellence in teaching. Saacke, who received his bachelor's degree from Rutgers University, and his master's and doctoral degrees in dairy physiology from Penn State, has enjoyed support throughout his career from his wife and partner, Ann. They are the parents of five children and grandparents of 13.
Eight graduates of Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences are recipients of 2006 Outstanding Alumni Awards. The awards recognize alumni for their achievements and provide opportunities for recipients to interact with the college's faculty, students and other alumni. Ronald Josephson, professor emeritus in the Department of Exercise and Nutrition Sciences at San Diego State University, earned his bachelor's degree from Penn State in 1964 from what was then the Department of Animal Science and Industry. His research has focused on cow milk and dairy products, goat milk, fish and shellfish, meat products, and medicinal foods. He taught numerous courses in food preparation, food proteins, nutrient analysis and food sensory properties, and served as advisor to hundreds of undergraduate and graduate students.
